
Readings
 

Acts 9: 26-31 
Psalm 145: 8-13

Revelation 21: 1-5
John 13: 31-35

 

2nd Reading: Revelation 21: 1-5

The fear and awe of the Lord is witnessed in many ways. St. 
Paul was in awe of the Lord in his conversion on the way to 

Damascus. The early disciples were in 
awe of the Risen Lord who appeared 
before them.  In the Book of Revelation, 
John is in awe of his vision of the New 
Jerusalem.

This revelation to John is described as a 
dwelling place.More importantly, it is 
described as a state of being with God 
forever:

“He shall dwell with them and they shall 
be his people, and he shall be their God 

who is always with them.”

Often, people consider heaven as a place. However, heaven is 
more of a relationship than a place.  If we consider heaven as a 
communal relationship with our Lord, then heaven is worth 
striving for. This means that we must begin our loving 
communion with Him now. 

The new heaven and earth described in Revelation is not made 
up of brick and mortar. It is made with living stones. We are 
those living stones, with Jesus as our cornerstone.  

How are you building a heavenly relationship with God now?

Father of Love, In you we live, and move, and have our 
being. May we always be configured to your Son as branches 
are one with the vine. We ask this through our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever and 
ever.  Amen.

1st Reading: Acts 9: 26-31

Barnabas led Paul to the Church in 
Jerusalem knowing that the disciples 
would fear Paul for previously persecuting them. After some 
assurance, their fears were allayed and they turned their 
proper fear toward God.

What does it mean to fear God?

Christians are not to be scared of God. We have His promise 
that nothing can separate us from His love (Romans 8:38-
39). Rather, fearing God means having such a reverence and 
awe for Him (Hebrews 12:29) that it has a great impact on 
the way we live our lives. 

The Fear of God is respecting Him, obeying Him, submitting 
to His discipline, and worshiping Him in awe.

In fearing the Lord, the early Church was at peace. Even in 
the midst of persecution, the overwhelming awe of those 
who witnessed the Resurrection was enough to compel the 
Church to proclaim the praises of God. The Church was 
“making steady progress in the fear of the Lord.”

How have you been in fear and awe of God lately?

Prayer

Commentary

Question

Question
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The leader holds a candle and says:

“I am in fear and awe of you Lord, because _____________.
Lord, I Glorify your name!”

Passing the candle, each member says the same.

After all have shared, the gathering says together:

“We proclaim your Death, Oh Lord, and profess Your 
Resurrection until you come again.”

The leader will then guide the group in 
praying Psalm 145.  

Psalm

Response: Alleluia.

I will fulfill my vows before those who fear 
the LORD.
The lowly shall eat their fill;
they who seek the LORD shall praise him:
“May your hearts live forever!”

R. Alleluia.

All the ends of the earth
shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of the nations
shall bow down before him.

R. Alleluia.

To him alone shall bow down
all who sleep in the earth;
before him shall bend
all who go down into the dust. 

R. Alleluia.

And to him my soul shall live;
my descendants shall serve him.
Let the coming generation be told of the LORD
that they may proclaim to a people yet to be born
the justice he has shown.

R. Alleluia.

Conclude with an OUR FATHER

Gospel: John 13: 31-35

After Jesus’ Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, the 
early church began to reflect on all that he said and did before 
he died. As Church today, we continue to recall the life of 
Jesus before his death and resurrection. Our Gospel this 
Sunday invites us to hear what Jesus said just before he died:

“Now is the Son of Man glorified and God is glorified in 
Him.”

How could Jesus speak of the Lord 
glorifying Him just before he was to 
take up his cross?  

The Glory of the Lord is not found 
solely in the Resurrection of Jesus. 
Both His cross and resurrection glorify 
the Lord.  

Our fear and awe of the Lord is 
proclaimed at Sunday Mass with the 
words, “We proclaim your Death, Oh 
Lord, and profess Your Resurrection 
until you come again.”

Participating in the Glory of Christ’s 
death and resurrection requires 
something from us. Jesus says, “As my 
love has been for you, so must your 
love be for each other.”

Love for each other is the proper 
response of any disciple who claims to glorify the Lord.  

In what way do you glorify the Lord through love for others?

Be on the lookout for opportunities to be in awe of the Lord. 
Perhaps you may want to look up at the stars, smell the 
flowers, admire a child at play, see a couple holding hands, 
admire the creative gifts of artists or musicians, stand at the 
beach, jump in the ocean, go on a hike, visit the zoo, play with 
your pet, or all of the above. Don’t forget to be awed by God 
at Mass this Sunday. His Glory is revealed, indeed!

Commentary Ritual Prayer

I
give you
a new 

commandment:
Love 

one Another!

For more information, visit Christ in Our Neighborhood at WWW.CHRIST-ION.COM

Question

This Week’s Task


