
 

2nd Reading: 1 John 4: 11-16

An organism, rather than an organization, has a capacity to 
love. If the organized Church is to have merit and to be at the 

service of the living Organism,  it must 
promote the proclamation and defense 
of the heart of our Faith: “God is love, 
and he who abides in love abides in God, 
and God in him.”

Every disciple who abides in this living 
organism called Church is invited to the 
head of the Church. Jesus is the head and 
we are the members of His living Body.

Members of the Body of Christ recognize 
that Jesus is God, who is love. Saint 

John says, “When anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son 
of God, God dwells in him and he in God.”

The organized faith is at the service of anyone who seeks the 
Lord. The Church, through the Word of God and Sacraments, 
invites all disciples to a full communion with the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, the source and summit of Love.

In your capacity as a servant within the Church (parent, 
spouse, teacher, etc.) how do you invite others to know Christ 
as the Son of God who is love?

Father, guide your Church on earth. Bless us to be faithful 
disciples and give wisdom to those who are called to lead 
your faithful. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 
Son,  who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and ever.  Amen.

1st Reading: 
Acts 1: 15-17, 20-26

There are those who would argue that 
organized religion is dead or that 
religion gets in the way of our personal 
relationship with the Lord.

In some ways, organized religion (including an organized 
Christian church) can seem challenging to the average person 
of faith.

However, it should be argued that (as far as Christianity goes), 
Jesus had his many disciples and from his disciples, he called 
12 to be his Apostles. Moreover, he gave Peter and the 
apostles authority to bind and to loose, to cast out demons, to 
go two-by-two, to make disciples of all nations, etc. Finally, 
according to our First reading, these Apostles selected 
another, Matthias, to replace Judas.

In fact, the Christian letters of St. Paul and the Acts of the 
Apostles give evidence of an organized society of disciples 
— especially in the Greek churches — with episcopoi 
(bishops), presbyteroi (priest), and diakonoi (deacons) to 
guide the Church.

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI suggested another word instead 
of “organization.” Recognizing that we are the living Body of 
Christ, he invites us to refer to the Church as an “organism,” 
with Christ at the Heart.

How are you a dynamic member of the living Body of Christ?

We are
One Body!

Prayer

Commentary

Question

Question

 

Commentary

Your diocese may have moved the
Feast of the Ascension to this Sunday. 

Therefore, you are invited to download the free 
PDF for the Feast of the Ascension. 

Simply visit Christ in Our Neighborhood at
christ-ion.com.
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With lighted candle, the leader says the following:

“I am set apart to be Christ for others.”

In turn, each member says the same as the candle is passed.

Then, the group prays together:

“Heavenly Father, we come before you to 
glorify your name. As members of the body of 
Christ, we give you all the praise and honour 
you deserve. Help us all in our mission toward 
communion, for we know where two or more 
are gathered in your name, you are with us, 
through Christ Our Lord. Amen.”

The leader will then guide the group in praying 
Psalm 103.  

Psalm

Response:  Alleluia.

Bless the LORD, O my soul;
and all my being, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all his benefits.

R. Alleluia.

For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so surpassing is his kindness toward those who fear him.
As far as the east is from the west,
so far has he put our transgressions from us.

R. Alleluia.

The LORD has established his throne in heaven,
and his kingdom rules over all.
Bless the LORD, all you his angels,
you mighty in strength, who do his bidding.

R. Alleluia.

Conclude with an OUR FATHER.

Gospel: John 17: 11-19

The organism that we are depends on the grace of Christ who 
is our head. Without Christ, we are not Church. With Christ, 
we are His living Body.

Consecrated in Truth (Christ is 
Truth), we are set apart from this 
world. We are a special possession 
of the Lord in that we are adopted 
sons and daughters of our Father.

As his special possession, Jesus 
begged the Father to hold us: “Oh 
Father most holy, protect them.” As 
Christ kept careful watch and 
guarded his disciples, he asked the 
Father to make the disciples one as 
Jesus and the Father are one.

Our oneness as Church begins and 
ends with our Communion with the 
Father, through the Son, and with 
the Holy Spirit.

Set apart, we are not of this world 
any more than Jesus is of this world.

While we are set apart, we must remember that we are not set 
above. In a Supreme act of humility, the Son of God was sent 
into this world to bring salvation. This same humility is 
demanded of us who are members of his Body. Jesus prayed:

“As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world.” Sent by Christ, His Church invites others to 
become a special possession of the Father.

How do you invite others to become a special possession of 
God?

This Week’s Task

As you prepare to attend the Feast of Pentecost, consider 
inviting a friend or neighbor who hasn’t been to church in a 
while.  

Commentary

Question

Ritual Prayer

That they
may be

one,
even as we

are one.

For more information, visit Christ in Our Neighborhood at WWW.CHRIST-ION.COM


